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old waste 
I won't be 
I 

By TERRY McWUlAMS 
kunrot RePo* 

Tons of radioactive waste generated decades 
ago during the Manhattan Project won't be 
trucked from New York state and buried in Oak 
Ridge, according to a Department of Energy re- 
port released Monday. 

Instead, the 240,000 cubic yards of uranium 
byproducts and contaminated soil will likely re- 
main at Niagara Falls, N.Y., one of several dozen 
sites across the country which participated in 
the secret effort during World War I1 to build an 
atomic bomb. 

The decision - which will be made formal in 
60 days - brought cheers of relief to East Ten- 
nessee residents and politicians who fought to 
block burial of the radioactive residue on DOE'S 
Oak Ridge Reservation. 

"I'm pleased because I don't think it was in 
the best interest of the county and the area." 
said former Kingston Mayor Ruby Luckey, who 
spoke out against the proposal two years ago. 
"We receive our drinking water from the Clinch 
River, and this site was near the confluence (of 
the river and the water intake plant)." she said. 

"I speak not only for my own beliefs, but for 
others, too. I had a few calls, and comments from 
people when I was out in public from those who 
said, 'We don't want it'," the former mayor said. 

Under the original DOE proposal, the waste 
would have been shipped to the Pine Ridge 
Knolls site - an area on Bear Creek Road which 
earlier had been picked to host an ill-fated nu- 
clear fuel reprocessing plant. 

But DOE, in a final environmental impact 
statement, decided that leaving the waste in 
New York would be less risky and less costly 
than spending as much as $130 million to trans- 
fer 16.000 truckloads of the waste to Oak Ridge. 

Modifying the New York storage facil~tles to 
store the waste for thousands of years, the study 
found, would also be cheaper than shipp~ng it to 
another Energy Department facility near Rich- 
land, Wash. The environmental impact state- 
ment estimated costs to maintain New York fa- 
cilities at around $6 million; shlpping it to 
Washington state would cost as much as $260 
million. 

A fourth alternative, dumping the residue in 
the ocean off the New York state coast, was vir- 
tually dismissed because of problems obtaining 
Environmental Protection Agency permission. 

"If things take their natural course, the pre- 
ferred option of leaving the material there (in 
New York) will be approved and no matenal 
would come to Oak Ridge." said Lee Keller, dl- 
rector of technical services for the Manhattan 
Project cleanup program, which has 29 contami- 
nated sites in 12 states. 

The final decision will be entered into the 
Federal Register within two months, officials 
='Y. 

Ironically, the contaminated material - left- 
overs from processing uranium ore - might 
have stayed put in original burial grounds. But 
drastically changing pollution standards over 
the decades forced officials to re-evaluate the 
danger of the once-adequate burial sites. 

Top Tennessee environmental officials - 
who two years ago opposed locating the site in 
Oak Ridge - couldn't be reached for comment 
Monday. 

But Jim Young, who formerly worked for a 
DOE contractor, hailed the decision to pick a 
site other than in Oak Ridge because of a possi- 
ble adverse impact on local tourism. 

"I'm very much pleased, but the nuclear 
waste battle is not over," he said, referring to 

j the Department of Energy's proposal to con- 
i struct a nuclear waste repackaging and shipping 
"tation near Oak Ridge. 
I ''You can't ever put it behind you. I've found 
j you can't ever restn he said. 
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